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A PURIFYING FIRE

Years ago, violent winds drove a devastating fire through
Yellowstone National Park. Hot, dry weather mocked heroic fire
fighters who battled day and night trying to save lives, buildings,
and precious landscapes. In spite of their efforts, this monster fire
scorched thousands of acres. When the smoke cleared,
blackened and starkly bare hills had replaced the beautifully
forested wilderness.

A few months after the fire, a national park forest ranger
escorting a group of tourists through the park shocked them by
saying, “Apart from the structures burned and the lives that
were endangered, this fire was the very best thing that could
have happened to this park.”

He explained the need for the choking underbrush to be totally
cleared out. “Then from the ashes,” he continued, “come
wonderful nutrients for the soil. New life is now allowed to spring
forth. The future of Yellowstone forest land depends upon
purifying fires every 50 years or so. What we viewed as tragedy
was nature’s way of preserving and protecting the future. You
won’t believe how beautiful this park will be in about 10 years.”

Sometime we encounter difficult circumstances in life. Maybe
you’ve recently experienced the loss of a relationship. Loss of a
job or family finances. Loss of health. Loss of control over a
certain situation. That loss can feel like a devastating fire has
ripped through your soul, scorching everything in its path. It
certainly doesn’t seem like anything good can come out of this
difficult situation.

God’s Word reminds us that our worst trials can lead to growth as
we trust God and draw near to His presence. James 1:2-4:
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith
develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that
you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. Romans
5:3-4: . . . we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and
character, hope.

God is at work in deeper ways when I experience hard times in
my life. He is shaping me, refining my character, clearing out the
underbrush and providing nutrients for future growth. He wants
me to develop perseverance, character, and hope so I may be
mature and complete as I live for Him. Even though I may not be
“happy” that I’m going through loss in my life, I can “rejoice” in the
midst of difficult circumstances, knowing that God is with me,
empowering me and assuring me that I am never alone.

Praise God for His purifying fire in our lives!

His servant,
Daniel Matsuda

Associate Pastor, Youth

THIS FIRE WAS
THE VERY BEST
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COULD HAVE
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
VBS starts Monday, July 13 and ends Friday, July 17 from 9:00 a.m.—12:15 p.m.
There are many ways to be involved (various shifts and days available:

 Decorations:  Painting murals and creating scenery for the classrooms and
hallways.

 Craft Prep and/or Helper:  Preparing materials for crafts. Helping during craft
time.

 Recreation:  Assist with preparing, organizing and running outdoor games and
activities for the children.

 Prayer Warrior:  Provide prayer support for the children and staff before and
during VBS.

 Check-in:  Daily check-in of the children as they arrive before VBS begins.
 Setup:  Assist with setting up and getting ready each day.
 Breakdown:  Assist with breaking down and cleaning up on Friday afternoon

July 17 at the end of VBS.
 Snacks:  Preparation and serving snacks for the children.
 Storytelling:  Telling the Bible story in a creative way.
 Teacher:  Taking the lead in a classroom.
 Classroom Aide:  Assisting a teacher in the classroom.
 Baby Nursery:  Help care for the infants/toddlers of our volunteers
 Hospitality:  Assist with organizing lunches for meetings prior to VBS and

organize refreshment area for staff during VBS.
Volunteer forms are in the Narthex or after the worship services or the office. Please
fill out the form and return it to the VBS box in the Narthex, the church office, the
registration table in the Courtyard after the worship services or place it in the
offering bag.

We hope to have 220 kids on campus the week of VBS so it is very important we
get our staff in place and organized to insure our ministry to the children will run as
smoothly as possible. Any questions please contact Marcy Cottrell at
mfcottrell@earthlink.net or through the office. Thank you in advance for your
prayerful consideration.
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JUNE WORKDAY
BY MAS KUSHIGEMACHI

Do you have a wheelchair that you would like to
donate to GVBC?

We are looking to have 2 extra wheelchairs to be
made available for emergencies.

If so, please call the office.

WE NEED 2 WHEELCHAIRS

Wow, the kitchen is so clean and those dirty spots on the carpets
in the hallways and rooms 201, 218,and 220 are gone.

A big thanks to our regular volunteers, the Nichigo group, Monday
volleyball and Tuesday basketball teams.

In the kitchen we used full-court press against water spots, dirt and
grease, and then we spiked them clean. We also repaired the
hinges on cabinet doors.

The ladies straightened and cleaned the sanctuary, the pews, and
the Narthex. They also resupplied pens and offering envelopes in
the pew racks.

Thank you to Ken Kono for working on the landscaping.

No Work Day in July. Happy 4th of July. Our next Work Day is on
Saturday, August 1.
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Monday, July 27
6:00-8:00 P.M.
Community Hall

Children games will be from 6:00-7:00 P.M.

Bring your friends and family and enjoy some summer fun!  The evening includes build-
your-own ice cream sundae, popcorn, games and crafts for kids, interactive hobby and
learning exhibits and summer entertainment.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Our Summer Ice Cream Social is an evangelistic outreach event for all ages. The goal
is to reach out to a friend who is unchurched, doesn't have a personal relationship with
Jesus or someone who you've been praying for and invite them to come. We want to
reflect Christ's love for our friends as a church and as individuals, extending the hand of
friendship to them. The event is all about socially interacting with all who come and
being reflectors and sharers of God's love.

We do NEED LOTS OF HELP as greeters, registration, kitchen and ice cream servers,
popcorn makers, beverage servers, friendship relations, setup and clean up, kid's
games and crafts, balloon animals. hobby and learning exhibiters, such as: art, crafts,
calligraphy, sports, photography, cooking exhibit, first aid demos, etc.

Volunteer sign up sheets are in the Narthex or the Courtyard at the Guest Center. We
are praying for many volunteers and lots of invited guests.

For more info, contact Cindy Matsuda at the Guest Center in the Courtyard or email her
at: cindy@gvbc.net

SUMMER ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Sunday, August 9
3:00 — 4:00
Sanctuary

Wendy Katagi will be singing original songs and Wes Terasaki
songs about God's love as well as other favorites covering a
broad range of genres from Broadway/Opera to popular music.
She will be accompanied by Tom Zink, Grammy nominated
musician on piano. The Adult Choir will also join her.

FREE admission. Invite your friends and family!  All ages
welcome.

For more information, please contact Cindy Matsuda,
Evangelism Ministry Chairperson. Or, catch her at the Guest
Center table in the Courtyard after the worship services. You can
also email her at: hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com.

WENDY KATAGI’S

SUMMER CONCERT
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FAMILY NEWS

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO
Peter & Pauline Kaneshige and family in the passing of Pauline’s
father, Frank Fujita, who passed away on Thursday, June 4. There
was a viewing at Green Hills Cemetery on Wednesday evening,
June 10. The private graveside service was held on Thursday, June
11. Pastor Steve Langley officiated.

Herb Kawai and family in the passing of his beloved wife, Ruth, who
passed away on Tuesday, June 9. A Celebration of Life will be held
on Saturday, July 25 at 12:00 noon in the Community Hall.

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENTS

Congratulations to newlyweds Brandon & Corey [Atkinson] Barba
who were married at GVBC on Saturday, June 13. Pastor Chris
Koga officiated.

BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Anthony & Stacie Madlangbayan in the birth of
their baby girl, Eden Ofelia, who was born on Sunday, June 7. Eden
weighed 5 lbs. 7 oz. and she was 17 inches long. Eden has a big
sister, Lenya and proud grandparents Kent & Jody Komae, Uncle
Darrin, Auntie Amie, and Uncle Russell & Auntie Jennifer Komae.

LETTERS FROM OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Dear GVBC, We were so touched to receive the beautiful floral
spray at the gravesite burial, in remembrance of my mother, Lilly
Takaki. We are so blessed by God to be surrounded by such a
caring body of believers at GVBC. Thank you for your prayers,
hugs, phone calls, cards, meals, visits and other expressions of
sympathy to our family. We are thankful my mom knew Jesus, and
is in heaven now. God bless you. With much thanksgiving, Teresa
and Bob Matsushima and family

A NEW COMMAND I
GIVE YOU: LOVE
ONE ANOTHER . . .
JOHN 13:34



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, June 20, 8:00 — 10:00 a.m., Room 113 (adjacent
to the kitchen). All men welcome to join us for a delicious
breakfast and video series called “God at War” from the
same producers of “Not a Fan.” Sign up in the Courtyard
after the worship services or call the church office. Next
Men’s Breakfast is Saturday, July 25.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE JCI CARNIVAL
Saturday, June 27 — Sunday, June 28. We need volunteers
to help man a booth (usually at a food booth). Various times
and days available. To volunteer contact Cindy Matsuda
after the worship services at the Guest Center table in the
Courtyard or email her at: hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com.

NO SENIOR EXERCISE ON THE MONDAYS OF:
June 29, July 6 to July 27, and August 3. We will still meet
on Wednesdays and Fridays during July. Our regular
exercise schedule will resume starting Wednesday, Aug. 5.

~ UPCOMING EVENTS ~

OFFICE CLOSED Friday, July 3, for Independence Day

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, July 11, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Refreshments
served in Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome.
For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676,
eiji@gvbc.net.

SONSPARK LABS VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
Monday, July 13 to Friday, July 17, 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Finished preschool to finished 5th Grade. DEADLINE to
register: Sunday, June 28. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED [see
article on page 7].

SUMMER ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Monday, July 27, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m., Community Hall, FREE.
For all ages. Kids games & crafts from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m.;
interactive hobby and learning exhibits; entertainment; build
your own ice cream Sunday; popcorn and lemonade.
Contact Cindy Matsuda, Evangelism at the Guest Center
table in the Courtyard after the worship services or email
her at: hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com.

~ UPCOMING EVENTS ~

NEXT WORK DAY
Saturday, August 1. Come when you can, leave when you
must. No experience needed.

HIGH SCHOOL & MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP
Sunday, August 2 to Friday, August 7, Oak Glen Christian
Conference Center. Contact Layne Wakuta, ext. 682,
layne@gvbc.net.

SUMMER CONCERT
Sunday, August 9. Contact Wendy Katagi.

GVBC GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, August 14, 12:00 p.m. shotgun start, Rio Hondo Golf
Course, Downey. Registration starts this Sunday, June 21
in the Courtyard after the worship services [see page 7].

CLASSES AT GVBC
Sunday, August 16, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m.
101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high school age
and up. For those seeking information about GVBC and who
would like to become a member and/or be baptized.
201 Class, Designed to help you develop spiritual maturity.
301 Class Part I & II, (August 16 & 23) Discovering
Ministry. Learn about your unique spiritual gifts, your
S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality,
Experience) and take the next step in the ministry
exploration process (must attend two-part series).
401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission. Teaches you how
to redefine your life’s mission and how you can live as a
witness to Christ.
Baptism Sunday August 30
A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by
checking off the appropriate box on the back of your
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-mail
her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the subject line].

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, August 29

OFFICE CLOSED Monday, September 7 Labor Day

2015 WOMEN’S WEEKEND
November 6 & 7. Friday night will be a wonderful night of
worship — singing praises to God led by Wendy Katagi and
the Women’s Worship Team. Saturday we’ll hear from a
special speaker, join in with a discussion group, enjoy a
delicious lunch, and participate in afternoon activities. We’ll
end the weekend with the Women’s Worship Team. Our
director is Chris Umetsu. More info to follow.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, July 1 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, June 28.

Announcements

GVBC GOLF TOURNAMENT
In Memory of Perry Miyake

Amateur golfers only

Friday, August 14

10:00 a.m. check in begins

Driving range open

Putting contest (ends at 11:30 a.m.)

12:00 p.m. shotgun start

Rio Hondo Golf Course, Downey

Par 3 Hole-in-One Prizes: 2015 Nissan Car sponsored by Gardena Nissan
and additional prizes.

Fee: $150 Early Bird Special (includes 7 free raffle tickets) $165 after
deadline.

DEADLINE for Early Bird Special: payment and registration MUST BE
received by Sunday, July 12.

Fee includes: Lunch & dinner banquet; shared golf cart; hole-in-one on par
3s; Tee gifts/tournament polo shirt; range balls

Our annual GVBC Golf Tournament raises funds to support our seminarians
as well as GVBC’s Friday Food Ministry — feeding the disadvantaged and homeless.

Sponsorship Levels/Raffle Packages: We would be thankful for any support from:
Corporate sponsorships, Tee-sign sponsors, raffle gift donations such as gift
certificates, golf equipment/accessories, tickets to sporting events, merchandise,
small appliances, gift baskets, etc. We also need golfers.

 Platinum Sponsor:  $2,500 or more entry for 4 players in tournament with Options
Package, Tee sign and recognition in tournament booklet

 Gold Sponsor:  $1,000 entry for 2 players in tournament with Options Package,
Tee sign and recognition in tournament booklet.

 Silver Sponsor:  $500 entry for 1 player in tournament with Options Package, Tee
sign and recognition in tournament booklet.

 Tee Sponsor:  $100 with a Tee sign placed on the course.

Registration & applications: Starts this Sunday, June 21 after the worship services
in the Courtyard. Look for the Golf Tournament table.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor [on leave-of-absence]
BRAD TOY Interim Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

CONGRATULATIONS TO

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, JUNE 21/FATHER’S DAY
The Holy Spirit ~ 2 Corinthians 3:18
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, JUNE 28
Special Speaker: Pastor James Choung
InterVarsity’s National Director of Evangelism
Hearing God

Series Title: The Heart of the Beloved

SUNDAY, JULY 5/COMMUNION
Pastor Steve Langley
Hosea and Gomer ~ Hosea 1 — 14

SUNDAY, JULY 12
Pastor Steve Langley
The Older Child ~ Luke 15


